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Formation of Westminster Chapel

“This is the Lord’s Doing”

Westminster Chapel grew out of a vision and a prayer concern for the Greater Bellevue area. Approximately thirteen families were represented in the united prayer fellowship in January 1964. February, 1964, saw the first Sunday Morning Service of the fellowship held in the Chapel of the Flowers. March, 1964, marked the first Sunday School Session in the Bellevue Junior High School. Evening services were also inaugurated in the same building in the same month. The Wednesday prayer fellowship moved from home to home.

Pastor Antisdale first ministered to the congregation at the Easter service, April, 1964. The Antisdale family moved to the area in May of 1964.

Five acres were acquired on N. E. 24th near 140th N. E. in August, 1964. The groundbreaking took place in June, 1965, and construction of the edifice started in August, 1965. The first service in our new building was the Watchnight Service on December 31, 1965. 
STATEMENT OF FAITH

A. We believe in the Scripture of the Old and New Testaments as verbally inspired by God and completely inerrant in the original writings and of supreme and final authority in faith and life.

B. We believe in one God, eternally existing in three persons:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

C. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, and is true God and true man.

D. We believe that man was created in the image of God; that he sinned, and thereby incurred not only physical death but also that spiritual death which is separation from God; and that all human beings are born with a sinful nature, and in the case of those who reach moral responsibility, become sinners in thought, word and deed.

E. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures as a representative and substitutionary sacrifice; and that all who believe in Him are justified on the ground of His shed blood.

F. We believe in the resurrection of the crucified body of our Lord, and in His ascension into Heaven, and His present life for us as High Priest and Advocate.

G. We believe in “that blessed hope,” the personal, premillenial and imminent return of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

H. We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord Jesus Christ are born of the Holy Spirit and thereby become children of God, a relationship in which they are eternally secure.

I. We believe that all who are born of the Holy Spirit belong to the one true Church, the Body of Christ.

J. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and of the unjust; the everlasting blessedness of the saved, and the everlasting conscious punishment of the lost.
GOVERNMENT OF THE WESTMINSTER CHAPEL OF BELLEVUE

A. Membership

1. Introduction


It is the desire of Westminster Chapel to extend its fellowship and ministry freely to all individuals. At the same time, Westminster Chapel desires to uphold the principles of commitment to Christ, other believers, and partnership with a local church, which Scriptures teaches must accompany genuine membership in the body of Christ.


Therefore, we have provided church membership as the avenue for believers to express and sharpen their commitment to this local body of believers, joining in partnership with the vision, ministry, and people of Westminster Chapel.

2. Admission to Membership

All individuals 12 years of age or older* who have personally received Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and who desire to be committed to Westminster Chapel may become members of Westminster Chapel through the following procedure:

a. Attendance at the Discover Westminster Class (first step toward membership).        This class consists of teaching the following subjects.
symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Vision, Purpose and Philosophy of Ministry

symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Doctrinal Statement

symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The Disciplines of our church

symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
The principles of Leadership and Type of Church Government we practice.

symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Membership covenant

symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Our strategy for growth and service.

b. Transfer of Membership Letter


Letters of transfer from another church are not required but are sent and received upon request.  We will accept a letter of transfer gladly, as one step in the process of becoming a church member.

c. Personal Interview


Following attendance at Membership classes (Discover Westminster) and an expressed desire to become a member of Westminster Chapel (made evident by a person's completion of a membership profile), such individuals shall meet with an elder to verbalize their past profession of faith in Jesus Christ, the progress being made in their relationship with Christ in the present and their desire to be committed to Westminster as a local body of believers for the future.

d. Signed Membership Covenant
Each member shall sign the Membership Covenant, which shall be an instrument to affirm one's desire for partnership in the ministry of Westminster Chapel, and to service as a formal record of one's membership.
e. Corporate Affirmation


Each new member shall be corporately affirmed by the membership of Westminster by being publicly welcomed during a meeting of the congregation.

*Note:  All persons under 18 years of age who desire to become members of Westminster must receive the written consent of their parents or legal guardian.

3.

Term of Membership


Membership at Westminster shall be for an indefinite period of time.  All current members shall re-affirm membership on an annual basis by signing the Membership Covenant.

4. Membership Covenant (See Exhibit A, page 6)

5.
Termination of Membership

A person shall cease to be a member in any of the following instances:

a. Transfer

If a member wishes to become the member of another church, upon joining another church, you may request a letter of transfer.

b. Withdrawal

Any member may voluntarily withdraw his/her membership by written notice to the church leadership. Members who leave Westminster are requested to notify the Chapel of their decision to move.

c. Inactivity

Any member who demonstrates a lack of interest in the ministry of the church for a period of one year and who does not respond to written inquiry from the church shall have his or her membership terminated by the leadership.

d. Dismissal
Any member who continues to participate in ongoing sin and refuses to respond appropriately to the Biblically prescribed discipline, shall have his/her membership terminated.

e. Reinstatement
Any person who has been excluded from Westminster membership by dismissal, may upon demonstration and evidence of their repentance (together with the confirmation of the Board of Elders) be restored to membership. The guidelines and process for reinstatement shall be presented openly to the person making such a request.
Membership Covenant

Membership Covenant (Exhibit A)

WESTMINSTER CHAPEL

Membership Covenant
Having received Christ as my Savior and endeavoring to live under His Lordship I enter into covenant with members of the Westminster Chapel, to give attention to KNOWING GOD better and to MAKING HIM KNOWN to others by practicing the disciplines of:

INSTRUCTION

WORSHIP

PRAYER

FELLOWSHIP

STEWARDSHIP

EVANGELISM
I will identify and maintain involvement in a place of nurture and a place of service.

I will support the leading of the Elders and submit to 

their authority insofar as it is not exercised in a 

manner contrary to the Scripture.

I have read and concur with the Statement of Faith of 

Westminster Chapel.

I understand that I will be asked to renew this covenant 

on a yearly basis.

Signed ________________________________ Date ___________

Print Name ___________________________Phone____________

By-Laws of The Westminster Chapel of Bellevue, Inc.

Recognizing and rejoicing in the great good that is being accomplished by the Holy Spirit through consecrated believers, and desiring the fellowship and cooperation of all who embrace the Historic Bible Faith as defined in the following Doctrinal Statement, we adopt and subscribe to the following By-Laws, Doctrinal Statement and Statement of Faith.


1.
Name

This organization shall be known as THE WESTMINSTER CHAPEL OF BELLEVUE, INC.


2.
Doctrinal Statement

a. The Scriptures

We believe that “all scripture is given by inspiration of God,” by which we understand the whole Bible, and in the sense that “the words” of the sacred writings were communicated by the Spirit of God to holy men of old; and that this divine inspiration extends equally and fully to all parts of these writings--historical, poetical, doctrinal, and prophetical--as appeared in the original manuscripts. We believe that all Scriptures center about the Lord Jesus Christ in His person and work and in His first and second coming and hence that no portion even of the Old Testament, is properly read, or understood, until it leads to Him. We also believe that all the Scriptures were designed for our practical instruction. (Mark 12:26, 13:11; Luke 24:27,44; John 5:39; Acts 1:16; 17:2-3, 18:28; 26:22-23; Romans 15:4; I Corinthians 2:13; 10:11; II Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:21)
b. The Godhead

We believe that the Godhead eternally exists in three Persons--the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit--and that these three are one God; having precisely the same nature, attributes, and perfection and are worthy of the same homage, confidence and obedience. (Matthew 28:19, 20; Mark 12:29; John 1:1-4; Acts 5:3,4; II Corinthians 13:14; Hebrews 1:1-3; Revelation 1:4-6)
c. Man Created and Fallen

We believe that man was originally created in the image and after the likeness of God, and that he fell through sin, and, as a consequence of his sin, lost his spiritual life, becoming dead in trespasses and sins, and that he became subject to the power of the devil.  We also believe that this spiritual death, or total depravity of human nature, has been transmitted to the entire human race of man, the Man Christ Jesus alone being excepted; and hence that every child of Adam is born into the world with a nature which not only possesses no spark of Divine life, but is essentially and unchangeably bad.(Genesis 1:26; 2:17; 6:6; Psalm 14:1-3; 51:5; Jeremiah 17:9; John 3:6, 5:40, 6:53; Romans 3:10-19;  8:6,7; Ephesians 2:1-3; I Timothy 5:6; I John 3:8)
d. The First Advent

We believe that, as provided and purposed by God and as pre-announced in the prophecies of the Scriptures, the Eternal Son of God came into this world that He might manifest God to men, fulfill prophecy, and become the Redeemer of a lost world. To this end He was born of the virgin, and received a human body and a sinless human nature. (John 1:18, 6:16; Luke 1:30-35; Hebrews 4:15)
We believe that, on the human side He became and remained a perfect man, but sinless throughout His life; yet He retained His absolute Deity, being at the same time very God and very man, and that His earth-life was sometimes functioned within the sphere of that which was human and sometimes within the sphere of that which was divine. 

(Luke 2:40; John 1:1,2; Philippians 2:5-8)
We believe that, He came first to Israel as her Messiah King, and that, being rejected of that nation, He, according to the eternal counsels of God, gave His life as a ransom for all. (John 1:11; Acts 2:22-24; I Timothy 2:6)
We believe that, in infinite love for the lost, He voluntarily accepted His Father’s will and became the divinely provided sacrificial Lamb and took away the sin of the world; bearing the holy judgments against sin which the righteousness of God must impose. His death was, therefore, substitutionary in the most absolute sense--the Just for the unjust--and by His death He became the Saviour of the lost. (Hebrews 10:5-14; John 1:29; Romans 2:25,26; II Corinthians 5:14; I Pet. 3:18)
We believe that He arose from the dead, according to the Scriptures, and in the same body, though glorified, in which He had lived and died, and that His resurrection body is the pattern of that body which, at the return of Christ will be given to all resurrected believers. (John 20:20; Philippians 3:20)
We believe that, on departing from the earth, He was accepted of His Father and that His acceptance is a final assurance to us that His redeeming work was perfectly accomplished (Hebrews 1:3)
We believe that He became Head over all things to the Church, which is His body, and in this ministry He ceases not to intercede and advocate for the saved. (Ephesians 1:22,23; Hebrews 7:25; I John 2:1)
e. Salvation Only Through Christ

We believe that, owing to universal death through sin, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless born again; and that no degree of information however great, no attainments in morality however high, no culture however attractive, no baptism or other ordinance however administered, can help the sinner to take even one step toward heaven; but a new nature imparted from above, a new life implanted by the Holy Spirit through the Word, is absolutely essential to salvation, and only those thus saved are sons of God. We believe, also, that our redemption has been accomplished solely by the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was made to be sin, and was made a curse for us, dying in our room and stead; and that no repentance, no feeling, no faith, no good resolutions, no sincere efforts, no submission to the rules and regulations of any church, nor all the churches that have existed since the days of the Apostles, can add in the very least degree to the value of the blood, or to the merit of the finished work wrought for us by Him who united in His person true and proper Deity with perfect and sinless humanity. (Leviticus 17:11; Isaiah 64:6; Matthew 26:28; John 3:5, 18; Romans 5:6-9; II Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13; 6:15; Ephesians 1:7; Philippians 3:4-9; Titus 3:5; James 1:18; I Peter 1:18, 19, 23)

We believe that the new birth of the believer comes only through faith in Christ and that repentance is a vital part of believing, and is in no way, in itself, a separate and independent condition of salvation; nor are any other acts, such as confession, baptism, prayer, or faithful service to be added to believing as a condition of salvation (John 1:12; 3:16, 18, 36; 5:24; 6:29; Acts 13:39; 16:31; Rom 1:18; 3:22, 26; 4:5; 10:4; Gal. 3:22)

f. The Extent of Salvation

We believe that when an unregenerate person exercises that faith in Christ which is illustrated in and described as such in the New Testament, he passes forthwith out of spiritual death into spiritual life, and from the old creation into the new; being justified from all things, accepted before the Father according to Christ His Son is accepted, loves as Christ loves, having His place and portion as linked to Him and one with Him for ever. And though the saved one may have occasion to grow in the realization of his blessings and to know a fuller measure of divine power through yielding of his life more fully to God, he is, as soon as he is saved, in possession of every spiritual blessing and absolutely complete in Christ, and is therefore, in no way required by God to seek a so-called “second blessing,” or a “second work of grace.”  (John 5:24; 17:23; Acts 13:39;    Romans 5:1; I Corinthians 3:21; Ephesians 1:3; Colossians 2:10; I John 4:17; 5:11, 12)
g. Sanctification

We believe that sanctification, which is a setting apart unto God, is three fold; it is already complete for every saved person because his position toward God is the same as Christ's position.  Since the believer is in Christ, he is set apart unto God in the measure in which Christ is set apart unto God. We believe, likewise, that, while the standing of the Christian is thus perfect in Christ, his present state is as imperfect as his experience in daily life. There is, therefore a progressive sanctification wherein the Christian is to "grow in grace," and to "be changed" by the unhindered power of the Spirit. We believe, also, that the child of God will yet be fully sanctified in his state as he is now sanctified in his standing in Christ when he shall see his Lord and shall be "like Him." (Hebrews 10:10, 14; Ephesians 4:24; John 17:17; Ephesians 5:25-27; I Thessalonians 5:23; II Corinthians 7:1, 3:18, Hebrews 12:10)
h. Eternal Security

We believe that, because of the eternal purpose of God toward the objects of His love; because of His freedom to exercise grace toward the meritless on the ground of the propitiatory blood of Christ; because of the prayer of the Son of God while here on earth; because of the very nature of the divine gift of eternal life; because of the present and unending intercession and advocacy of Christ in heaven; because of the immutability of the unchangeable covenants of God; because of the regenerating, abiding presence of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of all who are saved; we, and all true believers everywhere, once saved, shall be kept saved forever. We believe, however, that God is a holy and righteous Father and that, since He cannot overlook the sin of His children, He will, when they persistently sin, chasten them and correct them in infinite love; but having undertaken to save them and keep them forever, apart from all human merit, He, who cannot fail, will, in the end, present them, every one, faultless before the presence of His glory, and conformed to the image of His Son. (John 5:24; 10:28; 13:1; 17:11; 14:16,17; Romans 8:29; I Corinthians 6:19: Hebrews 7:25; I John 2:1,2; 5:13; Jude 24)
i. Assurance

We believe it is the privilege, not only of some, but of all who are born again by the Spirit through faith in Christ as revealed in the Scriptures to be assured of their salvation from the very day they take Him to be their Saviour and that this assurance is not founded upon any fancied discovery of their own worthiness or fitness, but wholly upon the testimony of God in His written Word, exciting within His children filial love, gratitude, and obedience. (Luke 10:20; 21:32; II Corinthians 5:1, 6:8; Hebrews 10:22; II Timothy 1:12; I John 5:13)

j. The Holy Spirit

We believe that the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Blessed Trinity, though Omnipresent from all eternity, took up His abode in the world in a special sense on the Day of Pentecost according to the divine promise, and that He now dwells in each and all believers thus uniting them to Christ in one body, and that He, as the indwelling One, is the source of all power, and all acceptable worship and service. We believe that He never takes His departure from the Church, nor from the feeblest of the saints; but is ever present to testify of Christ, seeking to occupy believers with Him, and not with themselves, nor with their experiences. We believe that His abode in the world in this special sense will cease when the Church is completed and when Christ comes to receive His own.  (John 14:16, 17; 16:7-15; I Corinthians 6:19; Eph. 2:22; II Thessalonians 2:7)
We believe that, in this age, certain well defined ministries are committed to the Holy Spirit, and that it is the duty of every Christian to understand these and to be adjusted to them in his own life and experience. These ministries are: The restraining of evil in the world to the measure of the divine will; the convicting of the world respecting sin, righteousness, and judgment; the regenerating of all believers; the indwelling of all who are saved; the baptizing into the one body of Christ of all who are saved; the anointing of believers to teach them all truth; the sealing of believers unto the day of redemption; and the continued filling for power and service of those among the saved who are yielded to Him and who are subject to His will. (II Thessalonians 2:7; John 16:7-11; 3:6; Romans 8:9 ;I Corinthians 12:13;Ephesians 4:30; 5:18; I John 2:20-27).
k. The Church a Unity of Believers

We believe that all who are united to the risen and ascended Son of God are members of the church which is the Body and Bride of Christ -- regardless of membership or non-membership in the organized churches of earth; that by the same Spirit we are baptized into, and thus become, one body that is Christ’s whether we are Jews or Gentiles, and having become members one of another, we, and all Christians, are under solemn duty to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, rising above all sectarian differences, and loving one another with a pure heart fervently.  (Matthew 16:16-18; Acts 2:42-47; Romans 12:5; I Corinthians 12:12-27; Ephesians 1:20-23; 4:3-10; Colossians 3:14,15)

l. The Christian’s Walk

We believe that we are called with an holy calling, to walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit, and so to live in the power of the indwelling Spirit that we will not fulfill the lust of the flesh. But the flesh with its fallen, Adamic nature, which in this life is never eradicated, being with us to the end of our earthly pilgrimage, needs to be kept by the Spirit constantly in subjection to Christ, or it will surely manifest its presence in our lives to the dishonor of our Lord. (Romans 6:11-13; 8:2,4,12, 13; Galatians 5:16-23; Ephesians 4:22-23; Colossians 2:1-10; I Peter 1:14-16; I John 1:4-7; 3:5-9)
m. The Christian’s Service

We believe that divine, enabling gifts for service are bestowed by the Spirit upon all who are moved, and that, while there is a diversity of gifts, they, each and all, are energized by the same Spirit, and that, while each believer is called to his own divinely appointed service as the Spirit may will, there are certain ministry gifts--Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastor, and Teachers, and that these are appointed by God for the perfecting of the saints unto their work of the ministry. We therefore believe that some men are especially called of God to this high and holy calling, and that it is to the fulfilling of His will and to His eternal glory that these shall be sustained and encouraged in their service for God. (Romans 12:6; I Corinthians 12:411; Ephesians 4:11)
We believe that, wholly apart from salvation benefits which are bestowed equally upon all who believe, rewards are promised according to the faithfulness of each believer in his service for his Lord, and that these will be bestowed at the appearing of Christ when He comes to receive His own to Himself. (II Corinthians5:10)

n. The Great Commission

We believe that it is the explicit message of our Lord Jesus Christ to those whom He has saved that they are sent forth by Him into the world even as He was sent forth of His Father into the world, and that, after they are saved, they are divinely reckoned to be related to this world as strangers and pilgrims, ambassadors and witnesses, and that their primary purpose in life should be to make Christ known to the whole world. (Matthew 28:18, 19; Mark 16:15; John 17:18; II Corinthians 5:18-20; I Peter 1:17; 2:11)
o. Angels, Fallen and Unfallen

We believe that God created an innumerable company of sinless, spiritual beings, known as angels; that one--“Lucifer, son of the morning”--the highest in rank, sinned through pride, thereby becoming Satan; that a great company of the angels followed him in his moral fall, some of whom became demons and are active as his agents and associates in the prosecution of his unholy purposes, while others who fell are “reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.” (Ezekiel 28:11-19; Isaiah 14:12-17; I Timothy 3:6; II Peter. 2:4; Jude 6)
We believe that Satan is the originator of sin, and that, under the permission of God, he, through subtlety, led our first parents into transgression, thereby accomplishing their moral fall and subjecting them and their posterity to his own power; that he is the enemy of God, the people of God, opposing and exalting himself above all that is called God or that is worshipped; and that he who in the beginning said, “I will be like the most High,” in his warfare appears as an angel of light, even counterfeiting the works of God by fostering religious movements and systems of doctrine, which systems in every case are characterized by a denial of the efficacy of the blood of Christ and of salvation by grace alone. (Genesis 3:1-19; Romans 5:12-14; II Corinthians 11: 13-15; I Timothy 4:1-3;       II Corinthians 4:3-4; II Thessalonians 2:4; Ephesians 6:10-12)
We believe that Satan was judged at the cross, though not then executed, and that he, a usurper, now rules as the “god of this world;” that at the second coming of Christ, Satan will be found and cast into the abyss for a thousand years, and after the thousand years he will be loosed for a little season and then “cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,” where he shall be “tormented day and night for ever and ever.” (Colossians 2:15; Revelation 20:1-3, 10) 

We believe that a great company of angels kept their holy estate and are before the throne of God, from whence they are sent forth as ministering spirits to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation. (Luke 15:10; Revelation 7:12; Hebrews 1:14; Ephesians 1:21)
We believe that man was made lower than the angels; and that, in His incarnation, Christ took, “for a little” (time), this lower place, that He might lift the believer to His own sphere above the angels. (Hebrews 2:6-10)
p. The Blessed Hope

We believe that, according to the Word of God, the next great event in the fulfillment of prophecy will be the coming of Christ into the air to receive to Himself both His own who are alive and remain unto His coming, and also all who have fallen asleep in Jesus, and that this event is the blessed hope set before us in the Gospel, and for this we should be constantly looking.  We believe, next, that the taking away of the saved ones will be followed by The Great Tribulation in the earth, which was predicted by our Lord, and that finally He will bring to end that time of judgment for the whole earth by His own glorious appearing. (John 14:1-3; I Corinthians 15:51, 52; Philippians3:20;I Thessalonians 4:13-18; Titus 2:11-14; II Thessalonians 2:7-10; Matthew 24:29-31)

q. The Second Coming of Christ

We believe that the world will not be converted previous to the second coming of Christ, but is a day by day ripening for judgment, and that this dispensation will end with a fearful apostasy in the professing church, and that, following the period of The Great Tribulation in the earth, the Lord Jesus Christ will return as He went--in Person, on the clouds of heaven, and with power and great glory--to introduce the Millennial Age, to restore Israel to her own land and to give her the realization of God’s covenant promises, to bind Satan and place him in the abyss, to bring the whole world to the knowledge of God, and to lift the curse which now rests upon the whole creation. (Matthew 24:15-25, 46; Acts 15:16, 17; I Timothy 4:1-3; II Timothy 3:1-5; Deuteronomy 30:1-10; Ezekiel 37:21-28; Romans11:25-27; Revelation 10:1-3; Isaiah 11:9; Romans 8:19-23)

r. The Eternal State

We believe that, at death, the spirits and souls of those who have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation pass immediately into His presence and there remain in conscious bliss until the resurrection of the glorified body when Christ comes for His own, whereupon soul and body reunited shall be associated with Him forever in glory; but the spirits and souls of the unbelieving remain after death conscious of condemnation and in misery until the final judgment of the great white throne at the close of the millennium, when soul and body reunited shall be cast into the lake of fire, not to be annihilated, but to be punished with ever-lasting separation from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power. (Luke 16:19-26; 23:42; II Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23;                      II Thessalonians 1:7-9; Jude 6, 7; Revelation 20:11-15).
3. The Government
a. Board of Elders
The Government of The Westminster Chapel of Bellevue, Inc. (Westminster Chapel) shall be vested in the Board of Elders (Board), which is composed of seven or more Lay Elders, elected by the governing body of Westminster Chapel, plus the Senior Pastor who serves as an Elder. (1 Peter 5:1-3; II John 1; 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1) Elders shall:

· Be men of unquestionable Christian character;

· Have devotion to the spiritual welfare of Westminster Chapel;

· Provide the spiritual leadership for the congregation;

· Be able to provide leadership in an area of ministry;

· Be in agreement with the Doctrinal Statement and Statement of Faith;

· Contribute financially and serve to uphold the work of Westminster Chapel;

· Regularly attend worship services

Each Elder generally shall serve for a term of three years.  An Elder may be elected to serve for a term of less than three years as determined by the Board when the Elder is elected to replace an Elder who has not served his full three years, to balance the number of Elders in each class or for other reasons. Approximately one third of the Elders shall be elected each year by the Board. An Elder may be eligible for re-election without one year’s leave if the Elder has not served a full three-year term or when it is determined by the Board that service for more than three years is in the best interests of Westminster Chapel.  No Elder shall serve for a continuous period of greater than 4.5 years.  Those serving a full three year term or greater may be eligible for reelection after one year’s leave.  The Senior Pastor continues as an Elder on the Board during his tenure as pastor. 

Newly elected Elders shall respond affirmatively to the Senior Pastor in front of the congregation to the following questions:
· Do you believe the Scriptures as written in the Old and New Testaments to be the World of God and accept them as the infallible rule of faith and practice?

· Have you adopted the Doctrinal Statement and the Statement of Faith, as the practice and rule of Westminster Chapel? 

· Will you be cheerfully governed by the Charter and By-Laws of Westminster Chapel, and promise to study and maintain to the best of your ability, its peace, unity, and purity?

· Do you accept the office of Elder and promise to faithfully perform all the duties of the office according to the New Testament?

b. Vacancies
Vacancies on the Board may be filled upon recommendations from the Nominating  Committee and approval by the Board. 

c. Meetings
The meetings of the Board shall be held each month at Westminster Chapel, or at a place designated by the Board. At least 50% of the Elders, including the Moderator, or in his absence the Vice-Moderator, shall constitute a quorum to transact business. Special meetings of the Board may be called by the Clerk at the request of the Moderator or in his absence, by the Vice-Moderator. The Clerk shall make every reasonable effort to notify each Elder in sufficient time to attend a special meeting.

4. Board of Organization

The Board, at its first meeting of the fiscal year after the annual election of new Elders, if any, shall elect or appoint a Moderator, Vice-Moderator and Clerk. The structure of the Board is as follows:

The Board shall form commissions, committees or other structures, as determined by the Board, to manage the various ministries of Westminster Chapel. 

An agenda committee including the Senior Pastor, Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Clerk, and one Elder selected by the Board, shall serve as members. The Agenda Committee shall not encroach on the right of the Board to govern the affairs of Westminster Chapel, but is established to assist and expedite its operation.

a. Commissions
Commissions may be formed to assist and provide guidance for ministries of the church, as determined by the Board.  

Commissions shall have Elder/Pastor leadership and consist of an Elder, Pastor(s) and lay leaders to carry out the work of the Commission. Commissions should meet as needed.   A Commission member shall be appointed and approved by the Board to serve a one-year term and may be re-appointed for additional one year terms.

b. Committees
Committees may be organized as needed under a Commission or area of service. An Elder shall be responsible for each Committee.  

c. Record of Proceedings
The Board shall keep a fair, permanent and complete record of its proceedings, and these records shall be maintained by the Clerk but be kept in the custody of the Church Administrator, and shall be subject to the inspection by any member of the Board.                               

d. Nominating Committee

The Nominating Committee shall consist of the Senior Pastor and three or more Elders.   The Committee shall be appointed by the Board for a one year term at its first meeting of the fiscal year. The annual process for selecting Elders shall begin early enough to provide sufficient time to complete by May 31 each year.

e. Presentation to Congregation 
The report of the Nominating Committee is to be published in the Westminster Chapel weekly publication for two weeks preceding the installation of the Elders.  

f. Recommendation for Nomination
Members or regular attendees of Westminster Chapel (supporting its Doctrinal Statement, Statement of Faith, its services, its stewardship) may make recommendations for Elder. These recommendations are to be in writing and submitted to the Nominating Committee. Each year the Committee will establish the time frame for receiving Elder recommendations. 

5. Pastors

a. Senior Pastor Selection

The Senior Pastor of Westminster Chapel shall be chosen by unanimous ballot of the Board.  A Pastoral Search Committee shall be appointed by the Board to interview prospective candidates and make recommendations on three candidates to the Board.  Candidates shall be considered as to educational qualifications, spiritual condition, and previous experience, and must agree to the Doctrinal Statement, the Statement of Faith, and By-Laws without reservation.

Upon receiving the recommendations, the Board shall select a primary candidate by majority vote. The primary candidate for Senior Pastor shall be invited to preach before the congregation of Westminster Chapel as soon thereafter as is practicable.

After one or more candidates have preached at Westminster Chapel, have visited with staff and been interviewed by the Board, the selected candidate shall be elected by a unanimous vote of the Elders present at a Board meeting designated for such election.

b.  Associate Pastors
Associate pastors may be chosen by the Senior Pastor, subject to the approval of the Board.

c. Termination
The Senior Pastor and associate pastors shall serve at the pleasure of the Board.

6. Ordinances 
a. Baptism

Baptism shall be administered only by the recommendation of an Elder or a Pastor.

b. The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper shall be observed at least quarterly, as the Board shall direct.

7. Finances

The work of Westminster Chapel is entirely dependent upon the prayer, personal services, and gifts (Mal. 3:10) of the Lord’s people. Before the beginning of each fiscal year, the Church Administrator shall obtain an estimate of the needs of the areas of ministry   and prepare detailed budgets of the proposed expenditures for the coming year. When these budgets are approved and accepted by the Board, they shall be considered the basis for our operations.   No commission, committee, or area of ministry is authorized to make changes in their budget or make unauthorized disbursements without the consent of the Church Administrator and, if material, consent of the Board. 

May our partnership in faith and mission bring a growing experience of the grace and love of Christ to us all.

8. Amendments


These By-Laws may be amended as may seem necessary, but such amendments must be submitted to the Board in written form at least two weeks prior to the meeting when the amendment is to be voted upon and can be adopted only by the vote of two-thirds of the board members present. The Doctrinal Statement and the Statement of Faith of The Westminster Chapel of Bellevue, Inc. are not subject to amendment.
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