
 
May 31, 2020 
 

Elementary Parents, 
Our lesson this week is about the Jesus in the Temple as a boy.  During this season, we are not able to physically go to 
church.  As a family, talk about what you like about going to church, both now and before COVID-19.  What do you miss?  
What makes your family want to go to church again? 
 
For this month, I encourage you to try one or two of the following: 

1. Create a collage of pictures or words about your experience during Stay Home, Stay Safe. (If you are willing to 
share, email a picture to marthac@westminster.org or tag @wckidsbellevue on Instagram.) 

2. Watch Sunday services online at 9:00 or 10:00 as a family.  Pick one word or topic to discuss during the week. 
3. Invite an elementary friend to come to Zoom Elementary Sunday school (@noon). PLEASE NOTE: Contact me to 

let me know they are coming or for the password or meeting ID if you are not able to enter via the Zoom 
desktop or app. 

4. Explore the Bible lesson from Sunday school more during the week. 
 
I miss seeing you! If you have a specific prayer request that you would like to share, feel free to contact me at any time. 

 
Have a great week! 
Martha Clay, Elementary Director, marthac@westminster.org  

 

Our Lesson This Week 
OVERVIEW FOR PARENTS: 
The Book of Luke records just two narratives about Jesus’ childhood: His dedication (Luke 2:21-40) and His time at the 
temple when He was 12 years old (Luke 2:41-52). Both stories set the stage for Jesus’ ministry on earth as an adult. 
 
Mary and Joseph were faithful Jews. They had dedicated the baby Jesus according to the law of Moses, and they 
traveled to Jerusalem each year to celebrate Passover. God had commanded the men to appear before Him three times 
a year to observe certain festivals. (See Deut. 16:16.) Once a year, those who followed God’s law would travel to 
Jerusalem—often in large groups—to celebrate Passover. 
 
In Bible times, a Jewish boy became a man at 13. His father would train him to take on all the responsibilities of 
adulthood, social and spiritual. Joseph was a carpenter, and he likely trained Jesus in his trade. When Mary and Joseph 
went to Jerusalem, Joseph might have taken Jesus around the city to teach Him the significance of the temple and 
explain the purpose of the Passover feast. 
 
Jesus’ parents started the journey back home after the feast. They assumed Jesus was among their traveling 
companions, but He wasn’t. Jesus had stayed behind at the temple. Mary and Joseph traveled for a day before they 
noticed Jesus was missing. They went back to Jerusalem and found Him at the temple. 
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When Mary asked why He had done this, Jesus answered Mary’s question with a question: “Didn’t you know that I had 
to be in My Father’s house?” Mary and Joseph did not understand. But Jesus is God’s Son, and it was necessary that He 
honor His true Father. In all this, Jesus did not sin. 
 
Even as a child, Jesus wanted to do His Father’s plan. As Jesus grew up, He became strong and wise. God blessed Jesus 
as He got ready to follow His Father’s plan: to die on the cross and rescue people from sin. 
 
SESSION TITLE: God the Son: Jesus at the Temple 
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:40-52 
MAIN POINT: Jesus came to earth to do His Father’s plan. 
KEY PASSAGE: 1 Timothy 1:15, “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.” 
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What makes Jesus different? Jesus is fully God and fully man. 
 
SOME WAYS TO LEARN AT HOME: 
1. Watch the Bible Story Video and discuss the questions with your family –  

JESUS AT THE TEMPLE 
• Mary and Joseph traveled to Jerusalem for Passover each year. 
• When Jesus was 12, Mary and Joseph accidentally left Jerusalem without Jesus. 
• When they noticed He was missing, they returned, and found Jesus in the temple. 
• Jesus came to earth to do His Father’s plan. 
 
FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS: 
• Why do you think Jesus stayed behind? 
• Whom was Jesus talking about when He said He had to be in His Father’s house? 
• How can we know God is our Father too? 
 

2. Do a Family Activity:  Create a plan for what your kids should do if they get separated from you in a crowded place. 
3. Watch a short video and discuss as a family – What do you think of Brian’s decision? Was Zack wrong to want to 

watch his show? Discuss as a family whether you set aside time to spend with God daily and whether you take 
advantage of opportunities to serve the church regularly. Discuss ways you can do those things. 

4. Do an Activity Sheet – There is an activity sheet and coloring page on pages 7 and 8.  
 

ONLINE RESOURCES 
RIGHTNOW MEDIA 
There are many great learning opportunities for all ages on RightNow Media. We encourage you to explore what is 
available. If you do not have an account, sign up for a RightNow Media account.  It is FREE!  You can CREATE AN 
ACCOUNT ONLINE or by TEXTING RightNow WESTMINSTER to the number 41411. 
 
Ephesians Series – “What is God’s Plan?” with Phil Vischer – 15-week family devotional. Each session takes less than 15 
minutes and includes discussion questions for the whole family.  
 
FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM - WC Kids is on Facebook (www.facebook.com/WCKidsBellevue) and Instagram 
(@wckidsbellevue).   
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