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Luke 2:8-15; Isaiah 52:7 

 
“What is Advent? Derived from the Latin word meaning ‘coming’ or ‘arrival,’ Advent 
begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas. It’s the season when we look back to 
Christ’s first coming, as a baby born in Bethlehem, and look forward to his second 
coming when he will return to renew and redeem every part of fallen creation. Jesus 
Christ has come and will come again. The advent season is therefore a time to reflect 
upon the promises of God and to anticipate the fulfillment of those promises. It is a time 
for remembering and rejoicing.” – Timothy Keller, “The Gospel in Life Advent 
Devotional” 
 
“Go, tell it on the mountain. Over the hills and everywhere. Go, tell it on the mountain, 
that Jesus Christ is born.” 
 
Luke 2:8-15 tells the story of an angel announcing the birth of Jesus to a group of 
shepherds in the fields near Bethlehem. Reflecting on the message the angel delivered 
should help us as we think about sharing Jesus with others. 
 

1. It’s a message of good news & great joy… 
 
- “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes 
salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’” (Isaiah 52:7) 
 

- “In the end, what we most need to be public about our faith is not more 
training (although that is highly recommended) but proper motivation arising 
from a grasp of the gospel, that we are sinners saved by grace…The problem 
is ultimately in our hearts, not in our lack of training or knowing how to answer 
all the questions.” – Timothy Keller, “Being Public with Our Faith” 

 
 

2.  It’s a message for all people… 
 
- ”It is a wonderful thing that the story should tell that the first announcement of 

God came to some shepherds. Shepherds were despised by the orthodox 
good people of the day. They were quite unable to keep the details of the 
ceremonial law; they could not observe all the meticulous handwashings and 
rules and regulations. Their flocks made constant demands on them; and so 
the orthodox looked down on them. It was to simple men of the field that 
God’s message first came.” – William Barclay, The Gospel of Luke 
 

- “Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and 
your father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a 



great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will 
be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I 
will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’” (Genesis 
12:1-3) 

 
 

3. It’s a message about a person – Jesus… 
- He is Savior 
- He is Christ 
- He is Lord 

 
 

4. It’s a message that that requires a response… 
 
- “You only really believe in Christmas when you really live it. When you light a 

dark world and the unexpected places with a brave flame of joy; when you 
warm the cold, hopeless places with the daring joy that God is with us, God is 
for us, God is in us; when you are a wick to light hope in the dark - then you 
believe in Christmas. When you really believe in Christmas, you believe there 
is really hope for everyone.” –  Ann Voskamp, The Greatest Gift 
 

- Worship  
 

- Proclamation – Come and see 
 

Conclusion – “For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes.” (1 Corinthians 11:26) 
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